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Wherefore we acquit and free him from obligation___Given
in Lixboa, on 8 March 1503. Joham de Bairros made this.
16. DIOGO D'ALVARENGA TO KING MANUEL. SAO JORGE DA
MINA. 18 AUGUST 1503*.
Sir. I, Dyego d'Alvarenga, kiss the royal hands of your high-
ness, and I report that I have received in old linen from the first
day of the month of November in the past year fifteen hundred
and two up to the first fifteen days of this month of August 1503,
which is a period of nine months and one half, 5,300 dobras,
namely: 5000 from the merchandise and 300 in addition. More
was not received, because I certify your highness that the linen
for such is so rotten that it will be useless. And now, sir, I shall
deliver the charge of this house up to Payo Rodriguez, as your
highness commands; and I myself will go to Axem, where I
trust in Our Lord, if He be pleased to grant me health, that I
may serve your highness according to my desire. I should count
it as a favour from your highness, if you would remember to
write to the captain to the effect that he complete this house of
Axem in the way your highness has commanded2; because, as
things are, your merchandise is running a great risk, and so also
are the people, who besides being very sick without any shelter
are only holding on by the goodwill of the negroes; so that for
many reasons it will be greatly in your interest to have it com-
pleted, because it is a holding which gives a very good return,
and your highness ought not to neglect it but to order lime and
bricks and tiles and timber, of which there are none here, so
that it may be finished.
Item. Sir. Your highness will be pleased to know that on
July 22 the Xeryfe, who is now king of Acomane3, came hither
with all his people to a.point about three bombard shots from
this fortress in order to clear the roads to the fortress there and
to permit the merchants to come; and the captain sent me there
1 Torre do Tombo, Corpo chronologico, pt i, maco 4, no. 32. Translated.
This document has been printed in Alguns documentos, pp. 133-4.
2 This passage may be regarded as evidence that Axim fort was first built
in 1503.
3 Perhaps 'a Comane [gente]', that is, 'the Comani people/ who inhabited
the kingdom of Commenda.